Abstract. This study investigated protective factors against courtship-stalking behaviors (CSB) among college students. Questionnaires assessing parent-child intimacy, empathy, and relationship control were completed by 197 Korean university students. The collected data were analyzed using IBM SPSS Statistics 20.0. The participants' general characteristics were calculated using frequencies and percentages, and parent-child intimacy, empathy, and relationship control were calculated using mean values and standard deviations. Female gender, lower school year, higher father-child intimacy, and higher relationship control were indicated as protective factors against CSB. Based on these results, intervention programs enhancing these protective factors should be developed and their effectiveness should be investigated.
Introduction
College students experience an increasing number of dating relationships, as interest in the opposite sex rises significantly during college [1] . In one study, the age of 61.1% of stalkers ranged between late teens and age 26 [2] . In another study, 26.3% of stalkers were between 19 and 22, while 63.1% of stalking victims were also in the same age group [3] . These findings suggest that most stalking incidents occur in college students. Courtship stalking is the most common type of stalking behavior among college students [1] .
Parent-child intimacy signifies the existence and manifestation of a deeply caring sentiment between parent and child [4] . Indeed, Hardaway, McLoyd, and Wood reported that positive parent-child relationships decreased the effect of exposure to violence, a problematic behavior among low-income adolescents [5] .
Empathy is an emotional response more appropriate to the situation of another person than that of oneself [6] . Ralfs and Beail [7] have argued that people with low levels of empathy cannot understand the negative effects of their behavior on other people, and thus, cannot control behavior harmful to their victims.
Relationship control connotes that one can make his or her own decisions in an opposite-sex relationship rather than unconditionally following the partner's demands, even if the partner is highly willful [8] . Studies on relationship control have reported that women with high levels of relationship control are less likely to take part in risky sexual behavior and that women who recognize that they have more power in an opposite-sex relationship are more likely to be engaged in safe sexual behavior with the partner [8] .
Accordingly, in the present study, we aimed to identify factors preventing courtship-stalking behavior among college students by considering such factors as parent-child intimacy, empathy, and relationship control, and to provide basic data in the development of a nursing intervention program for the prevention and management of courtship-stalking behavior among college students.
Methods

Study Design
This study was a descriptive survey to investigate whether parent-child intimacy, empathy, and relationship control predict CSB in college students.
Subjects and Procedures
Data collection occurred from October to November 2015. First, data was collected from college students who attended a general course offered by six colleges located in D city. After obtaining permission from the dean of the college that offered the class, the researchers obtained permission from the lecturer. When the lecture was finished, the researcher explained the study to the students. The researcher gave consent forms and packets containing the questionnaires to the students who agreed to participate in the study. The completed questionnaires were put into prepared bags and returned onsite.
Results
General Characteristics of Participants
In total, 64.0% of the participants were women, 55.8% were in their first or second year of college, and 76.1% had no religion. In addition, 22.3% of students drank at least 5 times or more per month (Table 1) . 
Predictors of Courtship-Stalking Behaviors in College Students
Male participants were more likely than female participants to commit CSB (AOR: 2.98, 95% CI: 1.40-6.32, p=.005). The potential of CSBs was lower for students in their first-or second-year compared to students in their third or fourth year (AOR: .37, 95% CI: .18-.75, p=.006). Additionally, the likelihood of CSB decreased as the score for parent-child intimacy increased (AOR: .94, 95% CI: .89-.99, p=.012). As relationship control increased, the possibility of participants' courtship-stalking behaviors decreased (AOR: .89, 95% CI: .82-.97, p=.010). Therefore, female gender, enrollment in first or second year of study, and high levels of parent-child intimacy and relationship control were identified as predictors of CSB (Table 2) . 
Conclusions
The study was conducted to identify the protective factors against courtship-stalking behaviors (CSB) among college students. The results show that female gender, lower year of college enrolment, closer father-child intimacy, and higher relationship control were protective factors against CSB. This study is significant because it provides basic data necessary to develop prevention and intervention programs by investigating the current status of college students' CSB and identifying the protective factors against CSB. We suggest that intervention programs should be developed to detect and manage CSB in advance among college students and that further research should be conducted to confirm the effect of such programs.
